j ' .i®-k |3 an afterthought , I decided to send this to you. Please return for ray uecnx me ana xi you 

disagree or want to argue and have time, please do. Does it give you a different perspective? 
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Dear Howard, 7/31/72 (second) 

1‘his afterthought, of which I f U put a carbon in ny Cyril file but will not, as with 
the o there, distribute to critics, not even Dick, is intended for a number of purpose. CW’s 
apparent intention to spend his t~me on other t ingo, wluch X candidly boliove will bo a 
conscious theft of what I liave done, in what triggers it* 1 want you and others to undoxw 
stand a nuubor ox tiring, how neither ho nor they iinvo tho slightest idea of what he and 
they helping him arc into, liou totally unprepared even in thought any is, how unstriouo 
his purposes have to be regarded, and what Jill of tills means in terras ox the.- first noxv- 
sycophantic examination of this contracted natourial. To ma Ice it oocprohonsible, I’n 
eliminating all the oilier stuff that could bo studied, although I don’t expect it to show 
what I do not ulready liave written 'and copyright ted, not in any significant way. I'm limiting 
to wliat ho can do in the one day he intends to devote to the access he has been granted to 
what everyone else regards as boundless evidentiary treasure if he then x'ostriets himself 
to the film only. I call t trice the time for checlduig all tho figures for you, 'out 1 liave 
looked at the contract list. Let us, for the Site of argument, say there are 50 picture 
negatives. Let us say that he’ll spend a full eight hours just studying them. Not making 
a list, notes, comparing inventories, comparing with the two existing signed lists of which 
we know, comparing with the contract. Ho tiling at all that can and should be the kind of 
thing ho should and if lie is at all responsible must do to make a record for himself or 
any other purpose . Lot mo just, restrict this to looking at each pice of film and print. 

In a working day there are 480 minutes if he can spend 1 00,1 of that time working. 

Fcx-got that it will take some time to get the stuff out, to got started, to put it av/ay, 
all of tliat arid say ho actually spends every minut of the 480 studying this film. The 
sample arithmetic is that he will then be spending less than 2 minutes on each! Less than 
too minutes l f i‘hink of it, and then ask the alef-anointed omniscient, no one of whom would 
engaged in any kind of a dialogue with mo, to consider this. If Cyril lias done the absolute 
least ho can do in preparation, he lias to have at the vory least liave taken a {-glance at 
tho contract to see what ho can seo, no? Well, from the contract alono-^and. it doesn't itemize 
the film of pictures - there are, with the number 50 for this film, admittedly arbiteiry 
but close enough for simple arithmetic* 262 separate items of autopsy pictm'es anf film 
alone to seo. Is this not less than two minutes each, not alev/ing fox' hxndling, converse 
tion, problems that* aro inevitable with no Iianlqrptjoky end some of she tilings noted above? 
f j?hcro aro an acknowledged 14 :L-rays and 29 prints of theca, and a total of 183 separate 
prints of the pictures, not counting the pictures and the problem of which you and I know 
to be resolved about thorn. How, can you, Sylvia, Gary, Jerry or any rational or only 
sliglily irrational person tiring any docent study -no records, no invontoiy, no tliought - 
jus's looking at -this can bo even minimal oo^daiation of tho JC 28 ± film alone? Can you really 
say lie can liave she kind of serious attentions all t lio others assume? When .you add to 
tils tho jcdniniuia by way of a record, inventories, comparisons of lists and inventories, 
measurements, notes and oilier thing jjidispcnsible for any serious scholarship and all 
the otlior tiuo required for any serious, competent examination of the or her contract 
materials, can you wonder at wliat may be assumed to bo my paranoid view by otnsrs who liave 
messed in urdlatorally, witliout thought of consultataion or worse, rejecting it, that his 
real intentions in spending time in other things is the deliberate theft of ny work to appear 
in some scientific journal over his name? If I can’t bo sure tide is Ills intent, is it 
reasonable to ignore the possibility? Remember, he has tho contract. He asked no, not the 
Tisaos or tho iaekives for it, so he lias done no tiling by way of serious preparation or he 
lacks serious purposes on the basis of two minutes minus per poice as above. 

U omparo tills with one of my iacny examinations of just tho clothing pictures to 
give yourself an idea of what real study of pictures does require, fou laiow that I cad 
v/hat Cyril lias never done, spent enormous time on each piece of tills evidence outside the 
Arcliivos, and much there prior to the time I will recount. I digress to note that his 
genuineness and seriousness seems to be reflected by whose years oi absence f ro' 1 ! t»nc ia* chives, 
but tJiose so anrious to regard him and his interest as. a second coming may continue to 
consider Ida tho world’s only really busy person. Hell, with Ml tho background I liad in 
my head, from -11 the study I had earlier made of what was in the Arcldver and wliat I hadd 
that was not, I spent m entire morning really studying no more than and probably Loss 
tluui six rpiats! Ho negatives for comparison, just these very few 8x10s. It is recorded in 


the last part of PH, as you may recall* Now assume 

Here I was interrupt! for a long time on a matter I'll address separately* It is now 
2t 15 p.m. anil I’ll try to pick up ray thoughts from the point at which, they wore suddenly 
wmechcd into the distant past* 

I think I intended to reason thus: assume I au rather dense mid alow mid Cyril quick 
mid much brighter and better informed, unless I scratched my .ass ell that time, cither 
the proper exerni- la tion of this blind of picture does require considerable time and thought 
or I ju??t wasted ray time or Cyril can’t begun to do what ho pretends is Ids purpose or what 
can’t be jcuch less unwelcome to tliosc of great passion and aero thought, hasn’t the romotost 
idea of what he i.o getting into end has either thought it -through or planned i ft in any mature, 
responsible, aduly or professional way, take your own choice* Ai id this is quite separate 
from any political aspects or thought of possible end products other than what he and the 
others think is all that is possible* 

On the other side, if lie has and lias the schedule you indicate, then one possibility 
tliat can’t be avoided is that when he rest! rets liinsclf to two days and is to spend the 
first on tills and the second on other things, those other things have to be one of two: 
what he could mid should have d t no long boforo this is he is at oil serious and unselfish 
about this and a deliberate plan to steal my work* If you or anyone else can come up with 
a rational and serious alternative, I welcome it 

I can 1 1 continue till? because. I must get to other things and I expect a callback from 
tho person who phoned earlier* 

I rocap & few things because I do not restrict you on this, I am not distributing 
it but I have no objection to your doing it if for what you would regard as a constructive 
purpose, for a reason or reasons other than arguing and fighting, the time for which lias 
long since paused* 

As you know, despite :ny objections to the current ploy, X have to this moment not told 
Cyril I would not help him. I have, rather, .said two tilings: that I do not consider that 
my association with something I consider wrong can mane it right; and tliat situations change 
end will three changes, open rinds and atti tides must chuncge, so that any final decision 
would have to await the coming of tho time* 

Respite my objections to what is about to happen, I have done nothing to impede it, 
have Liaintainod a scrupulous public silence and have, in fact, done all that I can to avoid 
the pos eibilty I consider a probaMlity without circumstances I can anticipate, misuse and 
an adronsG press roaotion. 

Unlike what I would prccriao to be a rather determined effort on the oilier side to 
influence you, I hive encouraged you to follow your oi/n conscience in this affair •■md have 
assured you that you must do what I donut wont you to if you consider tliut right for you, 
accoLipany:uig this as urance with one t'iat it could change nothing between us. from the very 
first, as I ara sure you will recall, what lias been foremost in my mind is what oari be done 
to counteract any oountorproduoti' , .rLty* from experience I imow this means vrliat I can do, and 
I liave not misled you into thinking (or myself) tiiat I have any special influence or magic* 

If tha goveimicut wonts what is about to happen, it, inevitably, will happen* Hoi/ it Jiapjjens 
and with whom it could not completely control and now ire can’t* 

And whether or not you kno it, and if you make any distribution of this it will be a 
ahallcngo, Spiipof the prindp&is lias made direct response tc those things I ao dress to 
them, tiro have responded to ny last letters to them (and I think now can’t honestly), end 
what I have gotten, basically inirosponsivo and irrelevant as all is, ranges from wklning 
to subjuvenile self-justification* If this seems like a ii&rsh judgement to you, you knew 
that my file.e are open save for what is Harked confidential and you car* reach your own 
judremer.t on mine* 

Tho terrible need for haste. 


